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pYGMALION: PROBLEMS AND EMOTIONS CRITICAL viEw

.Dr. Nirmala §. Padmavat
,\qsislﬂ‘“ Professor, English Department, Nutan Mahavidy

alyz{, Sclu, Parbhani

-ﬂz‘\d ot plays of Geqrg? BFl'nard Shaw is Pygmalion. Eli

; ands ifferings of Eliza's enunciation and mostly the |

e s Pygmalion. One can describe Pygmalion g 4 fee

o i revolves around problcms. about love, class prejudice

£ g S divests the love of Eliza, a poor flower girl. Sha
155

# P Je play. The problem of education and the problem

g troud

y, throes, prejudice elc.

za's Cockney vernacular creates crisis
ove of Eliza was not familiar by Higgins
ling of love but it is noleworthy that the
and finally results in & unhappy ending.
W called this play as ‘romance’ but it is
of the sounds of the English Literature are

ODUCT]ON blem of education ; 4 T
;{111 AL, Ward,_ the problem of education is a wor‘ld problem. The horizon of a student is widened by
W2 hich gives him scholar, ctlpcal and devout Fnlxghtenment. He gets a higher level of thinking and
quind then the teacher leaves him free to experience as he has become sophisticated and has higher
g  from life. He 1 un:%ble to return to his old life and remain happy. Needs and ambitions which cannot
K'led are developed by him. Irritation and restlessness is the fina] outcome of it. The same happens in the
fdﬁ' Due to Higgins teaching her ways to speak correctly; and Pickering's training her to move and
ﬂﬂ:ﬂa refined manner, her mind advances and her taste is refined. And after that, the teachers leave her
chase her path of life on her own. . She is unable to go back to her old life, and on the other hand she is
v blished in the higher society for which her teachers have trained her. Confused and unhappy. Finally,
d,;m h;;ve you made me fit for?” She asks. She was happy in her unawareness and dirt. Education and
.1 ement have made her dissatisfied. She tells her teacher, “You never thought of the nuisance it would
gle for me.” In reply Higgins says, “Would the world ever have been made if its Maker had been afraid of
girg touble?”  Teachers who teach students from the lower stratum of society face this problem
inantly. The sounds of the English language are the second problem accessible in the play: The .language
{Stakespeare and Milton i.e. English .Shaw‘possess great love and esteem. The harsh manner in which many
bgishmen spoke the language disappoints him. The inexpert people of Lond_on, for examp}e, do not open th_exr
s znd mispronounce all the words. This was the cockne)./ language of Eliza. People mispronounce English
'erds because of the substandard English alphabet in which the letters do'not stapd for explicit sour_lds.
Jssimilar sounds in different words are produced by the same letters. The Eng.hsh spellings are very confu§1.ng.
Saresult only men and women of the higher classes, who have been lealtnf?d n good Schools and universities,
“mspaak and write correct English. If a person tries to speak a word as it is written he is bound to bf’ Wrong.
TeEnglish people are very familiar to the way in which a person speaks the language. A person who is able to

‘skwith the correct intonation and elocution he is considered high classes. Shaw came to conclusion that a
o s hypothetical as to belong to the higher classes because of his accent and intonation and not because

fay essetial merit or worth. Eliza was considered “low class” because she spoke the cockney dialect. The

gy ﬂower-shOps were unwilling to employ her. But after she has been trained to speak correctly, this
giimate Jow, ¢lag girl is regarded as a princess. If, the glaring disparities between different classes will fade
@ ifthe problem of words is solved. Shaw opined that the English alphabet should be made phonetic. Each

%9 symbol should stand for a specific sound. If that is applied in practical everyone will be able to
?‘%Unce English words appropriately and class distinctions based on language will vanish permanently.
?‘“m.g teform is also advocated by him. The world problem of education which leads to dissatisfaction, and
Hg{ﬂ;‘g}; problem of the sounds of English which leads to class distinctions the two problems accessible in

H i . ‘r‘\ o 2
ﬂfmm(} OF EMOTIONS IN PYGMALION (L =k
%.ma’".‘hﬁme of Pygmalion is the conversation of emotion. He chose the story in which Pygmalion fin

is

)

i B inable 1, love and marry his own cstablishment. His Pygmalion can Jive in close compgﬁijcgls\
tic

2 . , ' :
By 2 bt cappof have any sexual feeling for her. Shaw’s own story has incredible roman DOss

b%ﬂo Picks yp 4 flower-girl and toils hard with all his labour and art to transform her into a dt(x:tﬁés&’rﬁéxis a
. ang

2 phonefinion whareac  che is vouthful, good-looking, intellectual and hard~working. . She
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i teaching: TUAS  faet (hat she

“".‘m’v'hlx‘]l::h ll'hcv Iitc with 1::::11:-1‘;” '\Il'.L has-a better ear for sounds than him. He appreciates het
S 1! 1ale s awtivitics, THERr l\‘m.u.mr‘ and within six months he becomes wholly (Icpcndcnl
st 0 IR .n.\\vl .\llc‘r‘\‘hc IE-m:.dl”I”y was that he should have fallen in love with her as pef
ae 8 :n?‘f“l\[ ln! nmlhcr':‘ 111;1::\;:: ”TC house; and he along with Pickering run about to find her
st :‘\"ancnl,\ ! have And thon ]\]V:111,(icrs :}bou( rantically and says, “I cannot find anything. l
:;\, al Ji"_‘”“x‘: i characters. olfehwic c 5“\3’5 vigorously, “But we want to find her.” Shaw does not
r" WG gt h their i he should have tacit that Higgins was in love with Eliza and
o g have puined \\‘ll1 1' t }L"n. mt{l;l'mgc. Ilm‘l would have been the correct ending of the play. But Shaw
v ¢C"‘mmff.‘[(;d,[.l}:(l;.:r;f][r:lid:?:l-).); endings. T]lmt is why he ends the play in a doubtful anticlimax.
A e f\”‘b“bf“d( *i"nc(r ()“d ;10( “\"“ a personality of her own, and did not act as an unresponsive
-’g of Shaw: e d&vésition of Hi;‘;golgu‘lzc her feclings at all. She in aggressive revolt against the
Caal. Jehumanize F I ?51[1“‘,t°': Shaw it was because she wanted gentleness petting and
o wholly wrong. She “’“5' In ‘OV" YW”\ngng. Shaw forces Higgins not to marry her only because of
ayl:mffi"s Freddy. Sh;u:/ I;}‘Zikﬁ\:i:];;l]d'] otlhc'r declaration to Higgins, "I would not marry you if you asked
s be l}qlcd ‘h‘“[j‘ ‘; Sal l~h ‘ _”0“3 y d“t‘l‘.hc_had made the insulting proposal that she should marry
o The Life Force 1n c(ri llmgc f’ to i ngglns‘ But as she could not have him, she married Freddy

b weak and hCIPICSS 4 ]ba no temperament. In hxs_ »Sequel” Shaw explained the reasons of Higgins's
rof 0ot paying attention by )’O‘ing girls and why Eliza decided that Higgins would not do as a husband. @

¢ lo explain this Pefhﬂps because he realized l}lmself that the readers and audiences would consider the

£ the play 25 1mpl.aUSlb!C and so he }_”d to explain to them why the events took this turn. We come to the

the anti-sentimental theories of Shaw overpowered the dramatist in him and forced him to end

i’! ywion that . .
a 4n uAromantic anxious atmosphere. As A.C., Ward has said, “In his determination to make the

Y :
; "bfumomﬁntic, Shaw has twisted Pygmalion from what would have been, by the principles of drama, its
glend”

iﬂpRoBLEMATIC PLAY —

ysare Shaw Was apprghensxve of the emotions. Though, he called this Play Pygmalion but he firm that his
& st ot end according to the Pygmalion Galatea story. He did not wish to end with the marriage of

?,"15 ond Eliza. The characters that he shaped started behaving in a way different from his planning. The
exiors of great dramatists develop a life and individuality of their own. They sometimes decline to act in the
;imcdmmxist wishes them to behave; the readers start sensation that it is improbable if he forces an action
yien. The same thing happens to Eliza after the Ambassador’s Party. She had lived with Higgins for six
grls. He'had imparted his best training to her and was very satisfied of her achievements. Eliza had a
glition in her mind that after she had won his bet, he would propose to her. But after the party he only
baiod God that it was every one over. For him it had been only an ,,experiment”. Her feelings and her future
moone of my business. That is why she reacted most aggressively and threw his slippers on his face; she
xked him by returning the jewels and even the ring and left the house. If she had not met Freddy she would .\\
wejimped into the river and have ended her life. She was moved so tremendously. Shaw’s illumination in the
mhof Mrs. Higgins is that she would have been happy if Higgins and Pickering had thanked her, petted her
#1ld her how impressive she was at the party. But this is suspicious. She anticipated love and not kindness.

&35 the anti-sentimentalist, would not accept this. It is true that Eliza tells Higgins, “I would not marry you
d at his audacity in suggesting that she should marry

=il you proposed to me.” She says she is surprise

Haitg Shaw's consideration that she felt from heart that she should not marry Higgins, does not appear

"ibe in the play. Audience can see in the play that she does not think of marrying Freddy till that incurable

’Ehf‘.On[y after she becomes sure that Higgins would never marry her, she considers about Freddy who had
“And if he is feeble and unfortunate and wants

" love with her for a long time. About Freddy she says, D
Kfuybe he would make me happier than my betters that bully me and do not want me.” So it is natural that

sllggins bullies her and does not wapf her then she wants to marry Fr.eddy. Shaw has madc. his character
ely by . A young professor should not fall in love with a

imenta] theory on Higgins. . 1ot 4ali"in 10"
. 1e has lived on terms of familiarity for six months

i " ,
Aoung girl with whom‘ ' :
i ﬁ?e-giving professor of phonetics, he makes him a lifeless statue
ek
A\

'\&% x® :
hen it is exposed that Eliza has bolted. If Shaw had

43?50' ! . \\& \ ‘0
4 ¥ there is o s[orl?%w&ﬁ'gowﬁreet at the time W

2 when she was found.

I:‘rcf‘:;b'.' : - . ~ : [ i
Te “edbim nggmfiﬁ&'{ét\ﬁa\ve confirmed his love for Eliz ry- 320
st \}\)’,» oL b2
00 haya . v 1t oton vareance judeing from the situations and the nature of the characters
ance B I 2 S0 T |
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3 <pcd“ it 1 his purpose to make the romance unr

g~ & y 1
’rh?m ade 1S play romantic and unromantic tragic end.

. . NN
omantic. The problems and emotions Ry =

NCE
g d Shaw, Androcles and the Lion-
- gge BATT e Lion: Overruled : Pygmali AL (i . 10
' ‘2:]0‘9. (Note: Alexander M. Bell's first wife was named El?gmon (e York ity Brenano’s, 1215

« & Conference Papers”. Archived from the original on 24 September 2015.

" nenard, cdited by Samucl A. Wei
‘cpw, B rd, y oam . Weiss (1986). Bernard Shaw's Letters o :
‘ ,,? " it Stanford University Press. ISBN 0-8047-1251- { iy 6::WS etters to Siegfried Trebitsch.

o GB. Shaw at the Irving Place.” The New York Times 25 March 1914. In late 1914 Mrs Campbell
e don company to tour the United S Mrs Camp
pok e L1 e United States, opening in New York at the Belasco Theatre.

 aurence, editor, Dan (1985). Bermard Shaw: Collected Letters, 1911-1925. New York: Viking. p. 228
| GENO670-80545-9. o

‘ Do, Alan (1961). Mrs. Patrick Campbell. London: Museum Press Limited.
e Truth About Pygmalion by Richard Huggett, 1969 Random House, pp. 127-128

 "The Modest Shaw Again: Explainé in His Shrinking Way Why "Pygmalion" Was First Done in Berlin ;-
(rics Like It". New York Times. 23 November 1913. ProQuest 97430789.

 “Shaws 'Pygmalion' Has Come to Town: With Mrs. Campbell Delightful as a Galatea from Tottenham
Cout Road - A Mildly Romantic G. B. S. — His Latest Play Tells a Love Story with Brusque Diffidence
da Wealth of Humor". New York Times. 13 October 1914. ProQuest 97538713,

| "Pygmalion, His Majesty's Theatre, 1914, review". The Telegraph. [T April 2014. Retrieved 19 September
016.
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